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	Filling out a VA Form 21-526, Veteran’s Application for Compensation and/or Pension


	The information below lists things you’ll need to prepare for filling out your application and evidence you’ll need to mail separately as supporting documentation.


	VA Form 21-526

	
				
					Information to Prepare Answers

				
				
					Evidence to Send VA

			
	
				
					1. Active Duty, Reserve Duty or National Guard Duty information

					
						dates and places you entered and left duty
	
						mailing addresses of units you served in


				2. List of military benefits you receive and amounts	
				
					Your DD214 or other separation papers for all periods of service unless you are filing a Benefits Delivery at Discharge or Quick Start claim while on active duty or full-time duty.

				
					Click here for VA's Predischarge Program website.

			
	
				
					3.  List of disabilities you are claiming, including

					
						treatment dates in service
	
						name and address of the medical facility


				4.  Information about any exposures that caused the disabilities you are claiming, including dates that you were exposed	
				
					Copies of medical records you have

				
					Medical evidence showing you currently have this disability

				
					Medical evidence indicating that the disability was caused by or arose during your active service

				
					If you are filing a Benefits Delivery at Discharge or Quick Start claim, you must send a copy, or original, of your service treatment records to the specified Regional Office to process your claim.  Please call toll-free 1-800-827-1000 for the address to send your service treatment records.

			
	
				
					

					5.  Information about your current spouse, including his/her Social Security number (and VA file number if he/she is a veteran)

				
					6.  Information about you and your spouse’s previous marriages including dates and places of those marriages and the dates and places those marriages ended

				
					7.  Information about the children who live with you, including their names, Social Security numbers, dates and places of birth

				
					8.  Information about children not living with you, including their names, dates and places of birth, Social Security numbers, and amounts that you contribute in child support for them

				
				
					

					Copies of your marriage certificate and all divorce decrees (May be required in some cases)

				
					Copies of the public birth records for each child you claim as a dependent (May be required in some cases)

				
					Copies of the court records for adoption for each adopted child

			
	
				
					

					9.  Information about your training and employment history for the past year, including

					
						name and address of employers
	
						beginning and ending dates of employment


				
					10.  Information about your nursing home, if you live in one

				
					11.  Information about your net worth and your dependents’ net worth

				
					12.  Information about your recurring income and your dependents’ recurring income

				
					13.  Information about income you and your dependents expect to receive in the next 12 months

				
				
					

					Current medical evidence telling us about your disabilities

				
					If you are in a nursing home, attach a statement signed by an official of the nursing home that includes

					
						date you were admitted to a nursing home
	
						your level of care in the nursing home


				
					Your nursing home payment status, which is Medicaid coverage or private pay
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					Latest News

						
		
			Tammy Duckworth Is Nothing and Everything Like Joe Biden
	
	
		
			Returning From War, Returning to Racism
	
	
		
			Report Slams V.A. Doctor For Dismissing Suicide Risk of Patient Who Later Killed Himself
	
	
		
			‘Enough Is Enough’: A ‘Wall’ of Veterans Joins Portland Protesters
	
	
		
			A ‘Wall of Vets’ Joins the Front Lines of Portland Protests
	

		

	
	  

	  
	  	  
					
					Popular

						
		
			VA facilities location by station ID 
	
	
		
			VA outpatient clinic locations
	
	
		
			Montgomery GI Bill-Selected Reserve (Chapter 1606)
	
	
		
			VA hospital locations
	
	
		
			VA intake site locations
	

		

	
	  

	  
	  	  
					
					Did you know?

					


	Refund of the Montgomery GI Bill Enrollment Fee with the Post 9/11 GI Bill

Students that were previously enrolled in the Montgomery GI Bill and have elected to switch to the Post 9/11 GI Bill will be refunded the $1200 Montgomery GI Bill enrollment fee.
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