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 American Legion National Commander Brett Reistad called on Congress to address a tax that unfairly penalizes Gold Star families once lawmakers return to Washington. 
“There is a real problem with this provision of the tax reform but the Senate and the House already passed different solutions to fix it,” Reistad said of the measure. “For many Gold Star family members the tax penalty has become unbearable.  In some cases the taxes on the survivor’s benefits received after a military member’s death have increased from $1,000 a year in 2018 to nearly $4,500 in 2019.  It redefines certain benefits for children as ‘unearned income,’ subjecting them to higher rates. Increasing the tax burden on these families who lost a loved one is unconscionable. “











 The law, which is often referred to as “the kiddie tax,” increases the marginal tax rate for some to as much as 37 percent.  
“It’s outrageous to hammer these families with such an unjust tax hike. Haven’t they already sacrificed enough?  How can a family plan its financial future for such things as rent, food or the basic necessities of life when the tax rate on the important benefits they received is held up in limbo?  In addition to the ‘kiddie tax,’ there is a ‘widow’s tax’ that The American Legion has long opposed,”  Reistad said.  “The House version of the National Defense Authorization Act includes the elimination of the widow’s tax and The American Legion has called on the Senate conferees to adopt the same language and pass it as part of the budget deal as soon as they return from recess.”
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			Tammy Duckworth Is Nothing and Everything Like Joe Biden
	
	
		
			Returning From War, Returning to Racism
	
	
		
			Report Slams V.A. Doctor For Dismissing Suicide Risk of Patient Who Later Killed Himself
	
	
		
			‘Enough Is Enough’: A ‘Wall’ of Veterans Joins Portland Protesters
	
	
		
			A ‘Wall of Vets’ Joins the Front Lines of Portland Protests
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					Did you know?

					


	Military Funeral Honors ceremonies must be scheduled in advance.

The law requires that every eligible veteran receive a military funeral honors ceremony, which includes the folding and presentation of the United States flag and the playing of “taps,” upon the family’s request. This Department of Defense program calls for the funeral director to request military funeral honors on behalf of the veteran’s family.
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