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The leader of the nation’s largest veterans organization has called on health care administrators to study the findings of a recent VA inspector general’s report to ensure that circumstances that contributed to a veteran’s 2018 suicide do not re-occur.
“One veteran suicide is one too many,” said American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford. “But what happened in Minneapolis should have been prevented. A patient committed suicide in a VA parking lot just hours after a nurse overheard the veteran giving away property and mentioning impending death in a telephone conversation. We do not know the name and the gender of the patient profiled in the report but that isn’t what’s important.  What is important is for people to learn from it. The IG found deficiencies in care coordination, internal review effectiveness and sufficiency and Patient Safety Committee and Quality Management Council.”
Oxford pointed out that the Minneapolis patient had a history of substance abuse and tried to decrease their use of opioids. 











“Medications alone will not solve this crisis among veterans. In many cases, they contribute to the problem,” Oxford said.  “The American Legion has been on the record for many years supporting the use of alternative and nontraditional therapies to help veterans recover from depression, PTSD and other issues with which they may be struggling. 
"An estimated 20 veterans a day take their own lives. Every one of these instances are tragic.  More veterans die from their own hands than are killed by our nation’s enemies. We must do a better job of embracing and listening to these men and women.”
Veterans who are in crisis or have had thoughts of suicide should call the Veterans Crisis Line at 1-8000-273-8255.  They can also chat online at veteranscrisisline.net/chat or text 838255.
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	A veteran’s family must request a United States flag.


A flag is provided at no cost to drape the casket or accompany the urn of a deceased veteran. Generally, the flag is given to the next of kin. Only one flag may be provided per veteran. Upon the request of the family, an “Application for United States Flag for Burial Purposes” (VA Form 21-2008) must be submitted along with a copy of the veteran’s discharge papers. Flags may be obtained from VA regional offices and most U.S. Post Offices.
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